Welcome To The Fourteenth Oxford International Women's Festival, 2003

March 1 – 16, 2003

Welcome to the action packed 2003 Oxford International Women's Festival.  The programme includes a large variety of events based on the Theme 'Women: Community and the Family'.  These events include a family history workshop; a variety of local and international photographic exhibitions; a spectacular Asian musical and comedy event; a one day forum on war, women and children; art and design classes; the launch of a young women's band's CD; tours of local museums as well as talks, discussions, films, music, dance, poetry and much more!

International Women's Day, March 8th, is marked throughout the world in recognition of the struggle for trade union rights and better working conditions at the turn of the last century and continuing struggles around the world.

In Oxford, International Women's Day is celebrated with a major festival of events and activities organised voluntarily by a collective of women representing a variety of organisations and interests throughout the City.  The festival celebrates the creativity of women through film, music, talks, workshops, art, poetry and exhibitions.  During the festival there are evnts which highlight the continuing world-wide struggle for equal pay, a peaceful world, an end to domestic violence, better and affordable child care facilities and struggles aagainst injustice and violence.

We hope that you will enjoy the Festival this year.

Oxford International Women's Festival Collective wish to thank the following for their generous support and financial assistance:  Oxford City Council Leisure, CWU Oxfordshire Postal Branch, UNISON Thames Water No 1 Branch, UNISON Oxford City Branch, T&GWU 5/625 Branch, Rover, Cowley.

Groups, organisations and individuals participating in 2003 include: Ark-t centre, Ashmolean Museum, Asian Cultural Centre, AWISE, Mavis Bayton, Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, Blackwells, Body Shop, FairTrade, Florence Park Family Centre, Kate Garrett, Global Retreat Centre, Museum of Oxford, Network of Oxford Women for Peace and Justice (NOW), Oxford City Council Leisure, Oxford College of  Further Education, Oxford Leon Link, Oxford Lesbian and Gay Centre, Oxford Quakers, Oxford South Asian Forum, Oxfordshire County Record Office, Pegasus Theatre, Peru Support Group, Peruvian Embassy, Phoenix Picture House, Right Angle Productions (RAP), Ruskin College, Sure Start Family Centre (Rosehill), SPARK, University of Oxford Centre for International Gender Studies, WEA.

For further information on all Festival events contact: Katherine Bradley, 37, Aston Street, Oxford, OX4 1EW. Tel: (01865) 724371 or e mail: kbradley@brookes.ac.uk or e mail Chris_Eady@oxfordcollege.ac.uk

Saturday 1 March 

Bag Ladies - A workshop with Re-create community artists and follow up display in the Body Shop.

Fusion, East Oxford Community Centre, Princes St, Cowley Rd., Oxford

10.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.   Entrance: Free

Make a bag or basket from household rubbish, using weaving, knitting, crotchet, knotting etc.

An opportunity to learn experiments and be creative with materials which you would otherwise throw in the bin.  For people with or without craft skills.

Exhibition of bags in the Body Shop:  Monday 3 – 15 March 

Wheelchair access, both sexes

Contact: (01865) 374 964 / 432  819

Saturday 1 March

Family History Workshop 

Oxfordshire Record Office, St Luke’s Church, Temple Road, Cowley, Oxford

2.30 p.m. – 5.00 p.m.   Entrance: Free (Booking essential)

A workshop on family history and tour of behind the scenes of Oxfordshire County Record Office.  Workshop 2.30 p.m. – 4.00 pm.  Bring an item of family memorabilia, Dr Katherine Bradley  (Oxford Brookes history Lecturer) will help you start exploring your family history.

4.00 p.m. – 5.00 p.m. A tour behind the scene by Oxfordshire County Archivist, Jenny Childs.

Also on view an exhibition, ‘Kapre Clothes to Keep.’ 11 costumes made by women from the Asian ethnic business service.

Wheelchair access, both sexes.

Contact: (01865) 724  371

Saturday 1 – Friday 14 March

War, Women & Children – Photographic Exhibition

Museum of Oxford, St Aldate’s Oxford

Tuesday – Friday 10.00 a.m. – 4.30 p.m.

Saturday               10.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m.

Sunday                 12.00 p.m. – 4.00 p.m. 

Entrance: Free

A photographic exhibition illustrating the impact of war on women and children. 

The photographs by professional and amateur photographers are themed by country.

They include: Iraq, Palestine, Columbia, Yugoslavia and Vietnam.  It also features

contextual materials, children’s drawings, anecdotes and some historical background,

No wheelchair access, both sexes.

Contact: (01865) 727 361

Saturday 1 –  Saturday 15 March

Women & War: Voices from the Peruvian Truth Commission

St. Antony’s College, Hilde Besse building, 62 Woodstock Rd., Oxford

10.00 a.m – 5.00 p.m.  Entrance: Free

The exhibition is a stark evocation of the suffering among women caught up in Peru’s era of political violence in 1980.  It forms part of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s attempts to raise awareness within Peru of the role of women in this period of civil conflict.  The courage they showed in adversity and the pain endured both at the hands of Sendero Luminiso, the shining path and the security forces.

Peruvian photographer: Nelly Plaza  

Wheelchair access, both sexes Contact: (01865) 284  700 &  (01865) 792 047

Sunday 2 March

Asian Musical and Comedy Night

Asian Cultural Centre, Manzil Way, Cowley Rd., Oxford

4.45 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.   Entrance: £5

An evening of music and comedy, featuring Shazia Mirza, Britain’s only female Muslim comic to have appeared on the BBC1 show, “Have I got news for you.”

The evening also includes live Hindi singing by “Jas Entertainment” one of London’s most popular choices of entertainment.

The evening will start with a delicious Asian meal.  An event not to be missed!

Wheelchair access, women only

Contact: (01865) 425 000

Sunday 2 March – Saturday 15 March

Inside Art

Phoenix Picture House Bar, Walton St, Oxford

All evening from 6.00 p.m.   Entrance: Free

An art and poetry exhibition, the original work of women inmates of Holloway Prison in north London.

Wheelchair access, both sexes

Contact: (01865) 512 526 

Monday 3 March – Monday 17 March

Women in Nicaragua: An exhibition of photographs.

The Town Hall Lobby, St. Aldate’s, Oxford

10.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m.   Entrance: Free

An exhibition of photographs of projects involving women in Leon, supported by the Oxford Leon Link.

Wheelchair Access, both sexes  

Contact: (01865) 559 813

Tuesday 4 March

‘Saying Yes to Life’: A talk by Ellen Bassani

Oxford Quaker Centre, Friends Meeting House, 42 St. Giles, Oxford

Open 12.15 p.m. for Fairtrades refreshments.  Talk 1.00 a.m. – 2.00 p.m.

Through the gift of not being able to see, Ellen Bassani has learnt by moment to moment experience the power and joy of saying ‘yes’ to an opportunity, despite almost overwhelming fear.  Wheelchair access, both sexes  

Contact: (01865) 310 323

Tuesday 4 March

The Dorothy Hodgkin Lecture – Pathogenic Proteins: How Bacterial Agents cause Disease

University Museum of Natural History, Parks Rd., Oxford

5.00 p.m.   Entrance: Free

Speaker:  Dr Claire Naylor  (Royal Society Dorothy Hodgkin Fellow, Birbeck College, University of London)

The discovery of Ricin in London highlights the potentially fatal nature of some proteins.  Such lethal factors and the origin of their toxicity are discussed.

No wheelchair access. Both sexes

Contact: (01865) 750143

Thursday 6 – Friday 14 March

Photography: Seen with Women’s Eyes

International Gender Studies, Queen Elizabeth House, University of Oxford, 21 St Giles, Oxford

10.00 am – 12.00 p.m. and 2.00 p.m. – 4.00 p.m.   Entrance: Free

A photographic exhibition, which shows the work of 43, distinguished photographers from eight Latin American countries.  Women are seen through the eyes of other women, showing daily life in all diversity.  Fragments of poetry referring to the images accompany the photographs.

(Supported by the Peruvian Embassy)

No wheelchair  access. Both sexes

Contact: (01865) 792047 / QEH 273 607

Friday 7 March

Women’s Studies Open Day at Ruskin College

Ruskin College, Walton St., Oxford.

10.30 a.m. – 3.00 p.m. Drop in or come for the day.   Entrance: Free

Women, come and see how you might change your lives!  Ruskin runs Women’s courses at all levels – introductory, undergraduate, postgraduate, full-time and part-time.  Take part in taster classes and meet women past and present who study and teach at Ruskin.  

10.30
Coffee, welcome, introduction and meet one another

12.00
Tour of Ruskin

12.30
Sandwiches and coffee

01.00
Taster classes

01.30
Videos, tea

No wheelchair, Women only

Contact: (01865) 554 331  

Email: khughes@ruskin.ac.uk 

Friday 7 March

Love me Tender ‘2’

Sure Start Family Centre, The Oval, Rosehill, Oxford  12.00 p.m. lunch, 1.00 p.m. video, 2.30 p.m.   Entrance: Free

A public showing of the video ‘Love me Tender ’addressing the issues of domestic violence.

Speaker followed by discussion.  

Information and displays throughout the day.

Wheelchair  access.  Both sexes

Contact: (01865) 716 739

Friday 7 March

Women’s Ceilidh

Oxford Lesbian and Gay Centre, Northgate Hall, St. Michael’s St., Oxford

7.30 p.m.   Entrance: £5, Concessions £3

Another stunning ceilidh event with delectable Ann Hinchcliffe as caller, and her band.

Women of all levels of experience welcome to come and dance.  Followed by ‘Essence’ women’s monthly club night.

No wheelchair access. Women only

Contact: (01993) 844 886

Friday 7 March

Houriahh

Pegasus Theatre, Magdalen Road (off Iffley Road), Oxford

8.00 p.m  Tickets: £7, Concessions: £4.50 & £2

London based Algerian singer/artist Houria Niati takes us on a journey of discovery with the beautiful poetry of the 9th century Arab-Andalusian songs.  Oud player, Kieth Clouston, currently a composer with the Royal Shakespeare Company, accompanies Houria.

Wheelchair  access. Both sexes

Contact: (01865) 722 851

Friday 7 March

Festival Evening: ‘Women’s Contribution to the Family and Community’

Assembly Room, Town Hall, St. Aldate’s, Oxford

7.30 p.m.  Entrance: £3, Concessions £1.50

A celebration of women, their influence and courage within the family and the community.  

A forum for discussion.  Speakers include: Dr Joy Boyden (Research Fellow, Centre for International Gender Studies), ‘Girls in Conflict ’: Dr Emilia Ferraro  (Visiting Anthropologist, Centre for International Gender Studies), ‘The Impact of Global Capitalism on Ecuadorian Family Life’ : Beverley Nairdoo (acclaimed children’s writer)

Wheelchair access, both sexes

Contact: (01865) 724  371

Saturday 8 March

One Day Forum – War, Women and Children
St. Columba’s Church, Alfred St. (off High St., behind the town hall), Oxford

10.00 a.m. for 10.45 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.   Entrance: Free

A one day forum on the theme of ‘War, Women and Children,’ organised by the Network of Oxford Women for Peace and Justice (NOW)

Speakers will address issues on: Palestine, Iraq and elsewhere, Children in conflict and as refugees, The Arms Trade and Women’s International peace work.  

The day includes discussion, video, music and exhibits.  

Lunch available at a reasonable price.

Wheelchair access, both sexes.

Contact: (01865) 727 361

Saturday 8 March – Sunday 9 March

Rights, Camera, Action! Shabana Azmi: Actor and Activist.

Saturday 8 March 

Film: ‘Fire’

Phoenix Picture House, Walton Street, Oxford.

12.00 p.m. – 2.00 p.m.   Entrance: Standard Ticket Price

Wheelchair access, both sexes
‘An Evening with Shabana’ 

Nissan Theatre, St. Antony’s College, 62 Woodstock Road, Oxford

7.00 p.m. – 9.00 p.m.   Entrance: £2

Documentary film on Shabana by DevBenegal, Wine and Capes reception, Shabana presents

Wheelchair access, both sexes

Contact: (01865) 284 700
Sunday 9 March

Film ‘Godmother’

Nissan Theatre, St. Antony’s College, 62 Woodstock road, Oxford

2.00 p.m – 4.00 p.m.   Enrance: £2

Renowned for her stellar performances in India’s serious cinema, Shabana Azmi has an array of national and international acting awards dating from her very first film ‘Ankur’ (1974) and most recently for ‘Godmother’ (1999).  Her roles of powerful women are not limited to the screen as she is a committed social activist, a member of the Indian Parliament and a United Nations Goodwill Ambassador on Population and Development.

Wheelchair access, both sexes

Contact: (01865) 284 700

Sunday 9 March

Afya – Energising Women Celebrations

Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, Pegusus Rd., Blackbird Leys, Oxford

11.00 a.m.   Entrance: Free

Come and get energised – take the opportunity to find out about health and fitness, try different foods, discover different fitness activities, meet other women, bring friends and have a fun time.

Wheelchair access, both sexes

Contact: Leisure Centre Manager, Trevor Evans, (01865) 467 020

Email tevans@oxford.gov.uk

Sunday 9 March

Mystic, Heretic, Mad Women, Wife

The life, and life’s work of Margery Kempe, a medieval pilgrim and author

The Ashmolean Museum, Beaumont St., Oxford  2.00 p.m.  Entrance: Free (places limited by ticket, booking essential).  Meet at the Friends desk near the main entrance

An introduction to one of the most unorthodox women in late medieval England, by Kathryne Beebe.  This talk will use the medieval collections of the Ashmolean to set the scene and explore ideas of pilgrimage, and then slides to show how one medieval woman’s spirituality shaped her life, her travels, and her place in society.  Includes free refreshments. 

Wheelchair access, both sexes

Contact & Bookings: (01865) 278 048

Sunday 9 March

Journey of the Muse

Phoenix Picture House Bar, Walton St, Oxford

6.00 p.m.   Entrance: Free

Poetry and song with Rossella Bondi Blumberg.

Helen Kidd, Jenny Lewis, Tinker Mather and Erminia Passannanti.

Wheelchair access, both sexes

Contact: (01865)  512  629

Wednesday 12 March

Women on Film

The Old Boxing Club, 54 Catherine Street, Oxford

10.00a.m. – 5. 00 p.m.   Entrance: Free

Screenings of women’s films, contacts and networking with taster sessions of film making

Wheelchair access, both sexes

Contact: (01865) 792 731

Thursday 13 March

Exploring your Potential

Florence Park Family Centre,

10.00 a.m. – 12.00 p.m.   Entrance: Free

A workshop for women of all ages and all stages of life.  Identify and overcome barriers to exploring your inner potential.  Experience the benefits of working with other women in a supportive environment.

Wheelchair access, Women only

Contact: (01993) 844 886

Thursday 13 March

Women in Latin America: Poetry, Film and Words

International Gender Studies, Queen Elizabeth House, University of Oxford, 21 St Giles, Oxford

2.00 p.m. – 4.00 p.m.   Entrance:  Free

A mixed programme of poetry, film and round table discussion; the theme 

reflecting the images and content of the photographic exhibition.

Refreshments

No wheelchair access, both sexes.

Contact: (01865) 273 644

Thursday 13 March

The Strength of a Women – Finding it, Using it, Maintaining it.

The Global Retreat Centre, Nuneham Park, Nuneham Courtney, Oxfordshire

7.30 p.m. – 9.00 p.m.   Entrance:  Free

You are constant, flexible, protective and loving.  Discover your strengths by joining an informal and enthusiastic panel discussion.

Wheelchair access, both sexes

Contact: (01865) 343 551

Thursday 13 March

Images of Women in Western Cinematography
Phoenix Picturehouse Bar, Walton St, Oxford

6.30 p.m   Entrance: Normal ticket prices apply

A talk by Open University lecturer, Erminia Passannanti (6.30 p.m,) followed by the showing of the film ‘Otto e Mezzo.’ (Fellini’s Eight and a Half) starting at 6.45 p.m.

Wheelchair access, both sexes

Contact: (01865) 512 526 / 554 909

Thursday 13 March – Saturday 15 March

Sky Burial

Pegasus Theatre, Magdalen Road (off Ifley Road), Oxford

8.00 p.m   Tickets: £5.50, Concessions: £3.50 and £2.50

In this specially commissioned work exploring greed, death and betrayal, local dance company, ‘Gelede Dance’, join with contemporary Brighton choral group, ‘Soundark’, to create an exciting fusion of martial arts’ influenced dance and singing.

The evening also features ‘Spin Off’, an Oxford Youth Theatre Dance Group.

Wheelchair access, both sexes

Contact: (01865) 722 851 

Friday 14 March

Families through the Ages – Tour of the Ashmolean Museum

Ashmolean Museum, Beaumont St., Oxford

1.15 p.m. – 2.00 p.m.   Entrance: £1.50 (booking essential)

A lunchtime guided tour of the Ashmolean Museum on the theme of ‘Families through the Ages’. 

Wheelchair access, Both sexes

Contact & Bookings: (01865) 278 048

Friday 14 March

Art & Design Workshops

Oxford College of Further Education (Kennet Building), Oxpens Rd., Oxford.

Entrance: £5 material charge per half-day workshop.  (Booking essential)

Morning sessions: 10.00am – 12.30 p.m.

Afternoon sessions 1.30 p.m. – 4.00 p.m.

Printmaking, Textiles, Pottery, Working with Wood, Women in Modern Art

Practical Art, Design and Craft workshops.  An exciting opportunity to try working with wood and clay or to sample print making. Ilustrated lecture on ‘Women in Modern Art’ by Janet Mercer, Curriculum Manager Department of Arts.   

Wheelchair access available, both sexes

Contact & Bookings (01865) 269 269

Friday 14 March

Festival Dinner

The Waterside Bistro, Oxford College of Further Education (Brent Building), Oxpens Rd., Oxford 

6.30 p.m  pre dinner drinks, 7.00 p.m. dinner

Dinner: Menu available on request (Booking essential) - 2 courses ###, 3 courses ### Vegetarian option available, Vegan option by request only.

Celebrate the 14th Oxford International Women’s Festival with a feast of food, music and wine.  The themed Festival dinner has been designed, organised and managed by young women Kerry Smith and Naomi Hewer, 2nd Year students at the College.

Optional, wear something purple, green or white.

Wheelchair access, Women only

Contact & Bookings (01865) ### ### (answer phone at intervals during the day)
Friday 14 March
Spark CD Launch

The Wheatsheaf, Wheatsheaf Yard, off High St., Oxford

8.00 p.m.   Entrance: £2

This event sees the launch of Spark, a CD of original material by young women community recorded at the Ark -T Centre’s studio.  It has been recorded over the last six months, and features performances from the best of young local female songwriters and bands.

The Young Women’s Band project has been running at the Ark-T Centre for the last two years

The weekly workshops encourage confidence, creativity, song writing skills and professional musicianship in a relaxed atmosphere.

Wheelchair access, both sexes.

Contact: (01865) 396 778    Email: katherine_garrett@hotmail.com 

Friday 14 March

Salsa for Nicaragua

The Newman Rooms, St. Aldate’s, Oxford

7.30 p.m,   Entrance: £5, un-waged £3

Salsa Dance and a demonstartion of Salsa to raise funds for women’s projects in Leon, Nicaragua.  The Oxford Leon Link has been working with projects in Leon for over 15 years.

Optional, wear something purple, green or white.

Wheelchair access, both sexes

Contact: (01865) 252 537

Saturday 15 March

Buying & Selling Fairtrade Event: Women’s Choices

St Michael’s Hall, the Northgate Centre, Parish Room, St Michael’s St., Oxford

3.00p.m.   Entrance: Free

FairTrade is a  women’s movement.  What does FairTrade mean for women around the world who are trying to do the best for their families?  Join us at tea-time and hear women’s  stories from near and far.  FairTrade tea and cake will be served of course! 

An event to coincide with Fair Trade Fortnight.

No Wheelchair access, both sexes

Contact: St Michael’s Hall, (01865) 240 940,  Judith Condor Vidal (01865) 559 813

Sunday 16 March

Women on the March – A Suffrage walk around Oxford City centre

Meet outside Oxford Town Hall, St Aldate’s, Oxford.

2.30 p.m.   Entrance: £2

Don’t miss this ever-popular walk, which retraces the history of women suffrage activists in Oxford.  A gentle guided walk of about two hours led by Katherine Bradley, author of the ‘Women on the March’ illustrated booklet.

No wheelchair access, both sexes

Contact: (01865) 724 371
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