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Commission on Women and the Criminal Justice System

Phase 1: Victims and Witnesses

The following is a list of questions which cover the key issues in this phase.  The list is not definitive and the Commission would welcome evidence on other issues of significance.

Rape

1. What key changes to policy or practice would boost conviction rates?

2. Will the Sexual Offences Bill be effective in assisting victims of sexual assault?

3. Does the Criminal Justice Bill find the right balance between the rights of victims and those of defendants?

4. What areas have seen progress, and where has there been little or no change?

5. Are there issues specific to women on account of their age, disability, mental health, learning difficulties, sexual orientation, immigration status, faith or ethnicity?

Domestic violence

1. What problems do women who experience domestic violence face with regard to the criminal justice system? 

2. What are the key provisions that the proposed domestic violence legislation should contain?

3. Should there be a ‘domestic violence’ offence?

4. What areas have seen progress, and where has there been little or no change?

5. Are there issues specific to women on account of their age, disability, mental health, learning difficulties, sexual orientation, immigration status, faith or ethnicity?

Prostitution

1. Is there a need for legislative reform, and if so in what way?

2. What can be done to reduce the high incidence of violent and sexual assaults on prostitutes and to encourage women to report such crimes?

3. Should the policy of ‘toleration zones’ where women can work free from police interference be widened?

4. What areas have seen progress, and where has there been little or no change?

5. Are there specific issues relevant to women on account of their age, disability, mental health, learning difficulties, sexual orientation, immigration status, faith or ethnicity?

General

1. What should be done to ensure that witnesses understand the trial process, (eg is there a problem with the language used in court)?

2. Are there specific issues relevant to women due to their age, disability mental health, learning difficulties, sexual orientation, immigration status, faith, or ethnicity?

3. How can we ensure that the Human Rights Act 1998 is interpreted in a way that strikes the right balance between a defendant’s fair trial rights and the rights of victims in seeking justice?

4. What areas have seen progress, and where has there been little or no change?

5. What are women victims and witnesses’ experiences of the following agents working within the criminal justice system:

· The police

· The Crown Prosecution Service

· The judiciary

· Court staff

· The legal profession

· Statutory and non-statutory support services

6. What are the links between victimisation and:

· Drug and alcohol abuse

· Mental health

· Offending

PLEASE SEND YOUR SUBMISSIONS TO HOLLY DUSTIN AT THE FAWCETT SOCIETY, 1-3 BERRY STREET, LONDON EC1V 0AA, OR EMAIL holly@fawcettsociety.org.uk. THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR TIME.
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