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A Women’s AV, Coalition and Cuts Agenda in 2011 – Survey Results Summary

This is a quick summary of responses to our 2011 Women’s Agenda survey that closed yesterday.

Many, many thanks to all who took part.

Do you think women service users have the right to women only users?

73% 
thought women should always have women only services

9% 
thought they should if needing violence against women support

7% 
weren’t sure

Many of the most vulnerable women will not access a service unless it is women-only for cultural and/or safety reasons therefore if the service is not women-only they will not use it at all even if they are in desperate need.

The most important thing is choice, women should have the right to choose how they want to access services.  VAW services should always be women only.

Do you think the expertise and experience of women only service providers is transferable to services for men?

60% 
thought sometimes

29% 
No these should be devised and provided by men only service providers

7% 
weren’t sure

4% 
thought always

Women could share their experience and expertise with organisations that work with men rather than provide that service for them.

Women-only services may well have the skills and expertise to provide services to men but this historical understanding of women's needs should not be lost if services become generic.

Do you think faith based organisations should received funding to be service providers

38% 
said No 

38% 
said Only if they are monitored to ensure they do not use their position of service provision to preach about or try and convert service users to their faith

13% 
weren’t sure

9% 
thought Yes

2% 
thought Only for service users of the same faith

I appreciate that faith-based organisations often provide excellent services, but they should not by publicly funded to do so. Even with monitoring, it's just not possible to fully ensure that they do not discriminate or push a particular ideological viewpoint - even unintentionally. Public services must be secular and they are a right - it's not 'charity' for the poor.

Quite ambivalent about this, very much depends on the faith and whether it has any particular prejudice ie anti homosexuality. On the other hand it may be the best way to help women in some communities.

Will you be voting Yes to a change to the AV system?

58% said Yes in total – broken down into:

42%
Yes because it will lead to proportional representation

9%
Yes because I want to use this as a vote against David Cameron

7%
Yes because I think AV is the best voting system

15% said No in total – broken down into:

9%
No because I think FPTP is the best voting system

4%
No because I am worried minority parties like the BNP might get too much power

2%
No because I want to use this as a vote against Nick Clegg

22% weren’t sure or had other responses:

13%
Not sure

9%
Other

4% said they would destroy their vote or didn’t answer:

2%
Will destroy vote

2%
 blank

Not very hopeful that it will lead to PR but at least its a step forward and a statement for change

FPTP is an archaeic way of voting and is the same system that has kept the same circle of over-privileged, old white men in power for so long.

Do you believe a change in the voting system will help women be more engaged in and better represented in politics

40%
No

31%
Yes

22%
Not sure

7%
blank

The party selection system is a major barrier to women's involvement in politics. Until all parties use women only lists, then we will not be represented. Confrontational politics also discourages highly competent women to get involved with political parties.

AV could potentially lead to more women MPs and more women voting as their vote will count more obviously and candidates will have to ensure they are listening to ALL voters.

Do you believe that cuts to government spending are necessary because of the financial crisis

53%
No

29%
Yes

11%
Don't know

7%
(blank)

What financial crisis? Big organizations are making more money than ever.

I believe the cuts are ideological, it is a lie there is no alternative, what about keynesianism?

Do you think the coalition government is using the “need” for cuts to implement a specific Conservative party agenda

91%
Yes

7%
(blank)

2%
No

The cuts are part of a conservative ideological agenda which includes returning women to the home reliant on the male breadwinner!   Labour would have followed the same process of cuts but not as quickly and dramatically and perhaps with less of a sexist and opressive agenda.

Do you think the Lib Dems have done enough to make sure the Coalition cuts don’t unfairly impact those less well off

84%
No

7%
Don't know

2%
Yes

7%
(blank)

The Lib Dems should be ashamed of the support they have given to the Conservatives in relation to cuts in public spending. Any political party that compromises it core values is not worth a vote in future elections.

If Labour had won the last election do you think they would have made fewer cuts

62%
Yes

18%
No

13%
Don't know

7%
(blank)

Labour would have cut a bit slower but their market-driven ideology is no different to the Coalition's

Your current employment status:

29%
employed / volunteering for a women's organisation

20%
employed / working for local government, social services, etc..

7%
at school / college / university / training

7%
other

7%
retired

7%
self employed

4%
employed / volunteering for a voluntary organisation

4%
employed / working  for a private company

4%
employed / working in education

2%
employed / working for the NHS

2%
unemployed because of long term sickness or disability

7%
(blank)

In the past 12 months has your employing organisation or former employer

60%
Lost some funding

51%
Cut back on staff

44%
Cut back on range of services offered

24%
Cut back on staff hours

11%
Made you redundant

7%
Other

2%
Lost all its funding

(As this was a multiple choice question, the totals are more than 100%, as some respondents have experienced more than one consequence of the cuts)

· at the women's business centre we may not survive the cuts post July 11

· Girls and women need the services we provide because we specialise in preventative work- helping girls and women get into employment, education and volunteering so they can stay out of trouble with the police and positively contribute to society, we empower and inform girls so that they can stay away from and/or get out of risky/violent relationships and we increase girls' and women's self esteem so that they have their say and be represented in their society. Our services prevent problems from happening, and thus, our work reduces the strain on government services. Funding preventative services is cheaper than dealing with the consequences of not having them, the current government will soon wake up to this and the UK is not going to be a very pretty place to live if you're a girl.

· Higher education funding has been stripped from the humanities subjects - the very subjects that produce creative and critical thinkers.  This is a scary move as it will privilege scientific 'male' thinking, devoid of compassion or feeling.

· I am on a temporary contract for Violence Against Women within the council - this has been extended to March next year but it's looking very doubtful as to my long term future here.

· I have been threatened with redundancy, alongside many of my colleagues, and the pressures to take on extra work-load in order to safeguard our jobs seem to fall disproportionately on women.

Anything else you would like to add:

I don't think there is any prospect of the government changing its policies regardless of how loud we shout.  The 'pause for conversation' about NHS reforms is meaningless and simply buys time to brush up their branding of what is essentially the privatising of the NHS.  People have bought into the idea that Labour ruined the economy and that drastic cuts are essential to clean up the mess.  Increasing use of faith-based organisations to provide public services is not about cost cutting, it is an ideologically driven move to shrink the state and associate poverty & hardship with personal moral failure.  Did you know that Catholic Children's Society has been given a contract to counsel young people about unplanned pregnancy, contraception and sexuality? It's astounding and tragic.

I hope that the AV system gets through and heralds the beginning of a chance in the political system otherwise we might as well move to the US where they are quite obvious about hating people who are not white, rich, males.

I hope this survey will produce something powerful enough to create real change!

Interesting survey, but you've not mentioned that Scotland is going to the polls on Thursday too. We have out parliamentary elections for the next Scottish Government as well as AV.

It is a shame to lose all the progress made across so many agenda's especially women's enterprise due to the huge difference it has made to the economy and the socially disadvantaged areas of the UK.

My biggest worry is that we have some a banal and superficial press who are more interesting in promoting their "brand" of newspaper that we (the voters) have no way of knowing what is really going on. I think it is a myth that the internet is helping people be more in the know, able to exert influence. In the end the advertising driven media, both newspaper and tv are just after ratings. Worse still is the way most of the country seems to accept this distorted reflection of our politics. Totally cynical and without hope for a better future. So much damage has been done first under Labour and now under the Coalition. Labour was wearing away at women's groups and now the Coalition is just finishing off the job. And women are not united enough, or used to working together enough to challenge this or fight back.

The way the services is being proposed with one project instead of two and workers being asked to work within two houses instead of one doubling  work load the support offered will be less and staff will burn out and become dissolution. My fears is  many women will return and many more will not  leave an abusive situation

Will be praying that the Poppy Project and all other women only services get funding.

Women only services, if well run and managed, can effectively run services for anyone. Existing well run women only services may well have to look to developing their services in an effort to become more sustainable.

About the women who replied to this survey

Age:

24%
26-35

22%
46-55

20%
56-65

13%
36-45

7%
18-25

7%
66-75

7%
(blank)

Ethnic identity

71%
White

7%
Mixed

7%
Other Ethnic Group

2%
Asian British Indian

2%
Asian British Pakistani

2%
White Irish

9%
(blank)

Sexual identity

64%
Heterosexual

11%
Lesbian

7%
Bisexual

4%
Celibate

13%
(blank)

Disability / long term sickness

9%
Disabled - not registered

2%
Disabled - registered

89%
(blank)

Region / country

56%
London

9%
Scotland

9%
SE England

4%
Midlands West

4%
NW England

2%
Eastern

2%
Midlands East

2%
Northern Ireland

2%
Yorkshire and Humber

9%
(blank)
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