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1. Why this survey? 
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In Mapping Women's Networks we are trying to make more visible the way that women’s networks highlight women’s concerns and issues as well as provide mutual support, and also create a representative picture of where and how women are working together. 

In showing the number and range of women's networks currently active we hope it will help women who want to get involved make contact, and also make obvious to those seeking women's opinions that these networks are a source of experience and ideas that they should reference in their research. 

You can see the list of networks that have agreed to be part of this mapping exercise to date at http://www.womeninlondon.org.uk/networks/index.htm (where you can also download a form should you like to add your network to the list). 

However of equal importance is to know how women feel about being part or not being part of a women's network, forum, caucus etc.. 

Why women’s "networks" not women’s groups? 

We particularly wanted to focus on networks because they are more likely to be structures where everyone is an equal participant. 

This isn't to devalue or ignore the important work of women's group who offer a service but their structure is inevitably different, ie provider and client. 

In other words we are trying to find out how easily, how important and how effective women find working co-operatively / equally with other women (and on occasions sometimes women’s groups with other women’s group). 

2. You (your women's group) and women's networks 

Please note – we hope the way the questions are written will make it possible for them to be answered either by a woman on her own behalf or on behalf of a women’s group. You are welcome of course to complete it twice once in each capacity – should you have the time! 

1.
Are you answering this survey on behalf of:

Yourself / Your women's group

2.
Are you (your women's group) part of a Women's Network, Forum, Caucus:

Yes / No

3.
If you answered YES to Question 1 please list the name of each network/forum etc. and its primary purpose (mutual support, women from a specific area, anti pornography campaign, BME community etc): 

Name 

Primary Purpose

Name 

Primary Purpose

Name 

Primary Purpose

Name 

Primary Purpose

(Please add more lines if needed)

4.
If you (your group) are NOT part of any women's network/forum etc., would you like to be part of one?

Yes / No / Not sure

5.
If you answered YES to wanting to be part of a network/forum etc., please describe the area of work, region, issue, mutual support and so on that you would like the opportunity to network with other women about. If more than one please list in order of importance. 

(Please add more lines if needed)

6.
If you answered NO or NOT SURE to wanting to be part of a women's network etc., please let us know why. Is it because (tick as many as apply): 

__ It is no longer relevant to have women only structures 

__ You've had a negative experience of women's networks 

__ You don't have the time 

__ It's not appropriate 

__ Other 

Please expand:

3. Should Networks network? 

1.
Do you think it would be useful if women's networks/forums made connections / worked with other women's networks / forums? 


Yes / No / Don't know / Other – please expand:

2.
If you answered YES to women's networks making connections which of the following do you think would be useful (tick as many as you agree with): 

__ An e-group to post news of activies / achievements / requests for info etc. 

__ Establish informal links with like minded networks as and when needed 

__ Establish formal links with like minded networks for exchange and support 

__ Create a Network of Networks to promote women's issues 

__ Have the opportunity to meet other networks 

__ Have the opportunity to meet only with networks working on similar issues 

__ Have the opportunity to meet only with networks in the same region 

__ An open meeting for women's networks to interact with women / women's groups 

__ Other (please specify) 

3.
If you ticked ANY of the options for women's networks to make connections, please explain what you think the benefits would be: 

4.
If you answered NO to women's networks making connections, please explain why you don't think this is a good idea: 

4. Influence or not of women's networks 

1.
Do you think the views, expertise, experiences of women's networks that you are part of / aware of are properly reflected in political consultations, news stories, popular culture etc.? 

Yes / No / Not sure / Other (please specify) 

2.
If you think women’s networks DO have an influence, is this because (tick as many as apply): 

__ they successfully lobby / work to get public awareness of their issue 

__ they have personal connections to policy makers / the media 

__ they have political connections to policy makers etc 

__ women's issues are now mainstream issues 

__ it can be (temporarily) convenient for politicians / the media 

__ Other (please specify) 

3.
If you do NOT think women’s networks have any influence is this because (tick as many as apply): 

__ they are not very successful at lobbying / creating public awareness of women’s issues 

__ they are less likely to have personal connections to policy makers / the media 

__ they are less likely to have political connections to policy makers etc 

__ women’s issues are still not considered of mainstream interest 

__ the majority of women don’t identify with other women 

__ Other (please specify) 

4.
Do you think women’s networks are more likely to identify or work with other women’s networks or more likely to identify or work with other groups organising around issues / areas similar to theirs (tick as many as apply): 

__ identify with other women’s networks 

__ work with other women’s network 

__ identify with other groups working on similar issues / area 

__ work with other groups working on similar issues / area 

__ Other (please specify) 

5.
Do you think it would be easier for women’s networks to achieve their aims if they were seen to be part of a linked or loose association of women’s networks, or do you think it would make it harder (tick one only): 

__ easier 

__ harder 

__ make no difference 

__ other (please specify)

6.
Do you think that because there seem to be a the number of different types of women’s networks (in local areas, on the internet, campaigning on specific issues, acting as a caucus in mixed organisation, BME communities, etc., etc.) that this is (tick as many as aply): 

__ creating a positive foundation for women’s diverse voices to have a platform 

__ giving disadvantaged and marginalised women equal status 

__ providing essential mutual support 

__ dividing women into isolated self interested groups competing for attention 

__ re-creating existing divisions, eg race, class, north/south, young/old, etc 

__ creating comfort zones that women retreat into 

__ Other (please specify) 

7.
Please add anything else you think is relevant or important about women's networks and the role they do (or do not) have in empowering women: 

5. About you / your group 

1. 
Gender identity: 

Female / Male / Transgender

2. 
Age group: 

__ Under 18 

__ 18-25 

__ 26-35 

__ 36-45 

__ 46-55 

__ 56-65 

__ 66-75 

__ Over 75 

__ Not relevant

3. 
Ethnic identity: 

__ White 

__ White Irish 

__ Asian British Indian 

__ Asian British Pakistani 

__ Asian British Bangladeshi 

__ Asian British Other 

__ Black British Caribbean 

__ Black British African 

__ Black British Other 

__ Chinese 

__ Mixed 

__ Other Ethnic Group (please specify)

_______________________________

4.
Sexual identity: 

Heterosexual / Homosexual  / Bisexual 

5.
Disability / long term sickness: 
__ Disabled - registered 

__ Disabled - not registered 

__ Long term sicknes 

6. 
Region: 

__ NE England 

__ NW England 

__ Yorkshire and Humber 

__ East Midlands 

__ West Midlands 

__ Eastern 

__ London 

__ SE England 

__ SW England 

__ Wales 

__ Northern Ireland 

__ Scotland 

__ Outside UK (please specify) 

________________________

Many, many thanks for taking the time to complete this survey.

Please return as an email attachment to:

admin@womeninlondon.org.uk
Or if you would prefer that it is anonymous please post to:

Women in London, PO Box 52145, London E8 9AH

Women in London – November/December 2007

http://www.womeninlondon.org.uk
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